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OPT Tutorial

Please note that this tutorial is for instructional purposes only
and that you are still encouraged to physically attend an OPT
workshop.

An OPT application to USCIS is your own personal application.
You alone are responsible for timely filing with full
documentation, understanding F-1 rules regarding OPT, and
properly maintaining F-1 status.

Please review the entire tutorial and contact International
Services if you have any questions. Additional OPT guidance can

be found on our website.
Return to Top
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http://www.clemson.edu/campus-life/campus-services/international/employment-resources/opt.html

Understanding OPT

> Optional Practical Training (OPT) is defined as “temporary
employment for practical training directly related to the student’s
major of study.”
> OPTis a benefit of the F-1 visa and is approved by USCIS. USCIS can
deny an OPT request if the applicant is found to have violated their
status.
> OPT allows the opportunity to apply the knowledge you have acquired
in your degree program in a real-life work environment.
> Post-completion OPT can extend your active F-1 record for up to 12
months.
> There are three types of OPT
o Pre-completion OPT
o Post-completion OPT
o STEMOPT
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Pre-Completion OPT

For most students, curricular practical training (CPT) can
be used. It allows for off-campus work authorization in
your current field of study without using any of the 12
months of OPT times.

For more information on pre-completion OPT, please
contact International Services.
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http://www.clemson.edu/campus-life/campus-services/international/employment-resources/practical-training.html

OPT Eligibility
Students must complete one full academic year to be eligible for OPT. An academic
year would be enrollment for consecutive:

> Fall-Spring semesters

> Spring-Fall semesters

> Spring-Summer semesters
> Summer-Fall semesters

F-1 students are eligible for post-completion OPT at each education level higher than
the previous degree earned. For example, you cannot participate in post-completion
OPT at the Master’s level and then complete another Master’s degree and participate
in post-completion OPT again. You also cannot participate in OPT at the PhD level and
then participate at the Master’s level.

Return to Top
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OPT Eligibility

> If you have used one year or more of full-time curricular
practical training (CPT) during your current degree level you
do not qualify for OPT.

> Part-time CPT does not count against OPT eligibility.

> Heavy use of part-time or full-time CPT can cause your OPT
application to be subject to additional scrutiny. Be prepare to
provide evidence of all prior CPT 1-20s with your OPT
application.

Return to Top
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Understanding Your Responsibilities
on OPT

> Work must be related to your current field of
study.

> You must work a minimum of 20 hours per week.

> You are limited to 90 days of accrued
unemployment.

Return to Top
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Unemployment

> You are permitted 90 days of unemployment
throughout the 12-month OPT authorization
period.

> The time between your program end date and

your OPT start date does not count as
unemployment days.

> Unemployment days begin accruing on the OPT
start date listed on your EAD card.
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Types of Qualifying Employment

The types of employment allowed during the initial
12-month period of OPT include:

VYYVYYVYY

Paid employment

Multiple employers

Work for hire (1099 employment)
Self-employed business owner
Employment through an agency
Unpaid/Volunteer employment
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Work Must Be Related to Your Field of Study

> The position, job description, and required skills must align with
your current field of study. The burden of proof is on you to
demonstrate the relationship between your current field of
study and your employment.

> OPTis notjust a work authorization; it is a practical training
authorization in your current field of study.

> You are eligible to participate in volunteer work or unpaid
employment as long as you are meeting the requirements of
OPT.

o Itisrecommended that you obtain a letter from your supervisor regarding
your volunteer agreement.
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Students are not required to have a job
offer when applying for
post-completion OPT. The request is
based on program completion, not a
specific employer. Students applying
for pre-completion OPT and STEM OPT
must have a job offer at the time of the
request.

Return to Top




When Can | Apply for OPT?

Up to 90 days before No later than 60 days after
your program end date your program end date

AND

Program end date: graduation date, defense date, or coursework completion date

I Potential OPT Start Dates |

90 days before 60 days after the
the program program end date
end date
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Master’s and PhD Students

Master’s and PhD students who have completed all
degree-required coursework are eligible to apply for
post-completion OPT and may begin working
full-time while completing their thesis or
dissertation.
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**Please note: you are ineligible
to begin working/ volunteering
until your EAD card has arrived
and the start date listed on your
EAD card. This includes on- and
off-campus employment**
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OPT Application




Application Process Overview

1. Complete Post-Completion OPT Request e-form
within the iStart Portal

2. 1S will review your request and issue new |-20
Form with OPT dates requested

3. Student collects new I-20 Form from IS and
submits the OPT packet to USCIS within 30 days of
the OPT recommendation

a. Review documents to ensure you
understand the corrections

b. Check dates on page 2 under
“Authorization Section”

4. USCIS issues receipt notice within 2-3 weeks with
the case number if your application is mailed. The
receipt notice is issued shortly after the application
is submitted for applications submitted
electronically.

5. Student must wait about 1-5 months to receive a
response to the OPT request and the Employment
Authorization Document (EAD) card from USCIS

6. Student receives their EAD card and can begin
working once the start-date on the EAD has
occurred. The student must update IS with their
employment and residential address details.
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Request your OPT |-20
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Choosing Your Program End Date

> For undergraduate students and non-thesis/non-dissertation track students, the
program end date will be the same as the graduation date.
> Thesis and dissertation track students can use either their graduation date,

defense date, or course completion date as their program end date.
o Ifthe course work completion date or thesis defense date is selected as the program end date, the
student will not be able to continue in an on-campus position until OPT is approved.

Education Level: Major: Program Start-Date:

Applying for OPT Based On: Graduation Date Expected Date of Completion:

) raduation Date

Are you using your defense|Toqis Defense Date

* If you are using your defdDissertation Defense Date t no employment (both on or off-campus) is permitted after
this date until you receiviCourse Work Completion Date s occurred.
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Choosing Your OPT Start and End Date

Your OPT start date is the date that your 12 months of work authorization begins
Your OPT start date must be within the 60-day grace period after the program
completion date.

> You have 14 months to complete the 12 months of work authorization.

o The 14 months begins on your program end date and means that your OPT end-date will not be later
than 14 months from your program end-date.

o Thereis potential for you not to receive the full 12 months of OPT authorization if you apply later and
you receive your EAD more than 60 days after your program end-date.

The requested start & end dates will be noted on page 2 of the new OPT I-20.
Once USCIS receive the OPT application, the requested start date cannot be
changed.

>
>

V.V
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Academic Recommendation and Signature

Section Il of the Post-completion OPT Request Form verifies that the student is
eligible for post-completion OPT. This section must be completed by the
academic advisor. Academic Advisors should either list the date that the student
will complete all coursework or check the box confirming that the has
completed all of their coursework and only has a thesis/dissertation remaining.

Part lll. Academic Advisor/Department Chair

Please confirm all applicable details below regarding the student’s academic program and contact is@clemson.edu with any questions:

The academic department anticipates that the student will complete degree-required course work by: /
Term Year

If student is thesis/dissertation track, please also complete the section below:

The academic department anticipates that the student will graduate by: /
Term Year

Please provide the expected defense date for thesis/dissertation track students (if known):

Name: Title: Email: @clemson.edu

Department Signature: Date:
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OPT Filing Options

There are two options for submitting your OPT application:

> Filing Online: If you are submitting your application online you will
complete the I-765 through the USCIS portal.

> Filing through the mail: If you submit your application through the mail
you will need to complete the paper Form I-765 to include with your
application. You can also include the Form G-1145 with your application if
you would like to receive electronic updates.

Both submission options require an OPT requested 1-20.

Return to Top
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OPT Application Online Filing




Benefits of Filing Online

It reduces the amount of applicant errors that may occur.

You receive updates on your application through the USCIS portal.
Your application is received by USCIS immediately.

It reduces delays and complication with mailing logistics.

You receive your receipt notice immediately upon submission of your
application.

You can contact USCIS directly via the secure message center.

You can upload documents directly to your account.

You can respond to RFEs online instead of through the mail.

VYVYVYY

YVYY

Return to Top
S



Documents for Filing OPT Online

1. Create a USCIS Online Account if you have not already and upload the documents below. Do not submit your
online application to USCIS until you receive your OPT I-20 from our office.

2. Onevirtual U.S. passport-style photo
Form 1-94

4.  Previously issued EAD card(s) (both sides) or government-issued ID such as passport if you have not previously
been issued an EAD

5. Copies of previously issued I-20s reflecting CPT and/or OPT authorization (if any)

6. Copy of I-20 Form requesting OPT within 30 days of issuance. Ensure you review and sign your |-20!

7. Complete and sign the I-765 electronically within your USCIS online account. A paper I-765 form is not required.
USCIS online filing instructions can be found here.

8.  Online payment via bank information or credit/debit card

Return to Top


https://myaccount.uscis.gov/
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/passports/how-apply/photos.html
https://i94.cbp.dhs.gov/I94/#/recent-search
http://www.clemson.edu/campus-life/campus-services/international/Pages/opt-online-filing-instructions.pdf

Most Common OPT Online Filing Denial Reasons

>  Application submitted late
o  The OPT application must be received by the USCIS before the end of the 60 day grace

period

>  Copyof OPTI-20is too old

o  New applications: USCIS must receive you complete OPT application no later than 30
days after the OPT I-20 issue date on page 1 of the I-20

o  Resubmission after OPT rejection or denial: If your OPT is rejected or denied please
notify International Services. In some cases you will need to request a new OPT I-20
recommendation from International Services before you resubmit your OPT
application. USCIS must receive your new, complete OPT re-application no later than
30 days after the OPT issue date on page 1 on the |-20

> |-765 problems
o Incomplete orincorrect form fields

Return to Top
S



OPT Online Filing Instructions

If you will be filing your OPT application online, please click here for filing
instructions. Once you complete the Online Filing Tutorial, you can resume the
presentation on slide 48. If you will be filing through the mail, you can
continue with the tutorial.
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Prepare & Mail Your Application
Materials




Documents for OPT Application

1-765
-1145
Two passport photos
Check, money order, or Form G-1450 for |-765 fee
1-94
Copy of visa
Copy of passport
Copy of OPT requested 1-20
Copies of previous CPT I-20s

Copy of previous EAD cards

YVYYVVYYVYYYVYY
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https://www.uscis.gov/system/files_force/files/form/i-765.pdf?download=1
https://www.uscis.gov/system/files_force/files/form/g-1145.pdf?download=1
https://www.uscis.gov/g-1450
https://www.uscis.gov/i-765
https://i94.cbp.dhs.gov/I94/#/recent-search

Passport Photos

Passport Photo Requirements

The photos required to use for the OPT application must meet the specifications of the U.S. style passport
photos. To see a full description of these specifications, go to the U.S. Department of State website.

Submit 2 identical color passport photos taken within 30 days of filing your application. The photos must
have a white to off-white background, be printed on thin paper with a glossy finish, and be unmounted and
unretouched. The passport-style photo must be 2” by 2”. Glasses must also be removed in the photos.

Using a pencil or felt tip (soft) pen, lightly print your name and 1-94 number on the backs of the photos. Do

not damage the photo by pressing hard while writing. - 2 inch ol
2inch
T n ir\:hb1318 inch
118 inchto 13/ inch —_—
Return to Top l :




OPT Payment

>

>

vy

USCIS Payment Methods: Check, money order, or credit card payment for the I-765 fee for applications
that are mailed
Check/Money Order should be made payable to “U.S. Department of Homeland Security”. Money orders
can be purchased at banks, post offices, and some local grocery stores. Make sure a name and address are
printed on the check.

o Do not use “temporary checks”. These are what are often issued by the bank when opening a new

account. These checks have no name or address in the upper left hand corner

For credit card payment through the mail, submit form G-1450. You may only use a credit card account
with a U.S. billing address.
For online filing an ACH bank account is used to pay the I-765 fee
Most OPT denials are due to bad payments. If you use a check or a credit card to pay by mail, make
sure you maintain sufficient funds in the account. If an issue occurs with the credit card listed
on the G-1450, your application will be denied or rejected.
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Form G-1145

Attach G-1145 to the top of the OPT application packet 3 i i s pom e

Use this form to request text and email notification(s) [P gt o '

Use this form to request an electronic notification when USS. Citizenship and Immigration es accepts your
immigration application. This service s available for applications filed at 2 USCIS Lockbox facility.

regarding your application. o ]

Complete the information below and clip this form to the first page of your application package. You will receive one e-mail and/or

> Ifyou are filing your OPT application online, the G-1145 s

We will send the e-Notification within 24 hours afier we accept your application. Domestic customers will receive an e-mail and/or
text message; overseas customers will only receive an e-mail. Undeliverable e-Notifications cannot be resent.

Isn Ot require d ‘The e-mail or text message will display your receipt number and tell you how to get updated case status information. It will not
include any personal information. The ¢-Notification does not grant any type of status or benefit; rather it is provided as a

convenience to customers.

A\

USCIS will also mail you a receipt notice (I-797C), which you will receive within 10 days after your application has been accepted;
use this notice as proof of your pending application or petition.

[USCIS Privacy Act Statement

AUTHORITIES: The information requested on this form is collected pursuant to section 103(e) of the Immigration and Nationality
Act, as amended INA section 101, et seq.

PURPOSE: The primary purpose for providing the information on this form is to request an electronic notification when USCIS
‘accepts immigration form. The information you provide will be used to send you a text and/or email message.

DISCLOSURE: The information you provide is voluntary. However, failure to provide the requested information may prevent
W A R N I N G USCIS from providing you a text and/or email message receipting your immigration form.

ROUTINE USES: The information pvowdm on this form il be used by and disclosed to DHS personnel and contractorsin

USCIS will rarely contact you by phone regarding the T e e

). The information may also be made available, as appropriate for law enforcement purposes or in the interest

status of your OPT application. ==

If you receive a phone call from a person claiming to work
for USCIS or any other government agency, do not Eeessees e
provide your personal information to them. Note the remTm | | emm—
person’s name, phone number, and email address, and
contact an International Services advisor before
responding.

|Email Address Mobile Phone Number (Text Message)

Form G-1145 09/26/14 Y Page 1 of 1
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Completing the I-765




|-765 Page One

Application For Employment Authorization uscis
Form 1-765
Department of Homeland Security OMB No. 16154

Z' »

ART HERE - Type or print in black ink.

U.S. Citizenship and Immigrat Expires ('

Dﬂw;i::nm:um Fee Stamp Action Block |Pal’t l. Relsoll fol' Applyillg
e T— 1 am applying for (sclect only one box):
For =V id Through
we La. Initial permission to accept employment.
Only
s Regienion Namber - A ] Lb. [7] Replacement of lost. stolen, or damaged employment
Remarks authorization document, or correction of my
employment authorization document NOT DUE to
To be completed by an attorney or | [ ] Select this box if Form G-28 | Attorney or Accredited Representative U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS)

Board of Immigrnion Appenls (BIA)- is attached. USCIS Online Account Number (if any) orTOor.
accredited representative (if any). 7

> START HERE - Type or print in black ink. Answer all questions fully and accurately. Ifa question does not apply o y NOTE: Replacement (correction) of an employment
cxample, if you have never been married and the question asks, “Provide the name of your curret spouse™), type or print “N/A™ anthorization docimment due to. USCIS amor docs not

unless otherwise dirccted. If your answer to a question which requires a numeric response is zero or none (for example, “How . o S
many children do you have™ o “How many times have you departed the United States™), type or print “None™ unless otherwise require a new Form [-765 and filing fee. Refer to
directed. ., . . ) -
i Replacement for Card Error in the What is the
[Part 1. Reason for Applying Other Names Used

Filing Fee section of the Form [-765 Instructions for
1 am applying for (sclect only one box): Provide all other names you have ever used, including aliases, )
maiden name, and nicknames. 1 you need extra space to further details.

La: [H]Iuitial pormission fo mocept employment: complete this section, use the space provided in Part 6.

Lb. [7] Replacement of lost, stolen, or damaged employment Additional Information. l.c [ ] Renewal of my permission to accept employment.
authorization document, or correction of my 2. Panily Nasic -
cmployment authorization document NOT DUE to - | (Attach a copy of your previous employment
USS. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) B v isac, . =
= e authorization documeat )

NOTE: Replacement (comrection) of an employment  2.¢. Middle Name :]
authorization document due to USCIS error does not
require a new Form 1-765 and filing fee. Refer to At Baansly Maiiic
Filing Fee scction of the Form I-765 Instructions for 3b. GivenName
te O fomtompmi oo e e[| art 1. Reason for Applying, pg.

bkl ) e | o).
s s Y — Check the “1a” box for “Initial
e Permission to accept employment.”
lLe MlddlcNan\c:’

Form 1765 Edition 08/25/20 B T ety s i vt (1] Page 1 of 7 Retu m to TO




|-765 Page One

Application For Employment Authorization uscis
Form 1-765
Department of Homeland Security OMB No. 16154

Z' »

ART HERE - Type or print in black ink.

U.S. Citizenship and Immigrat Expires ('

Dﬂw;i::nm:um Fee Stamp Action Block |Pal’t l. Relsoll fol' Applyillg
e T— 1 am applying for (sclect only one box):
For =V id Through
we La. Initial permission to accept employment.
Only
s Regienion Namber - A ] Lb. [7] Replacement of lost. stolen, or damaged employment
Remarks authorization document, or correction of my
employment authorization document NOT DUE to
To be completed by an attorney or | [ ] Select this box if Form G-28 | Attorney or Accredited Representative U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS)

Board of Immigrnion Appenls (BIA)- is attached. USCIS Online Account Number (if any) orTOor.
accredited representative (if any). 7

> START HERE - Type or print in black ink. Answer all questions fully and accurately. Ifa question does not apply o y NOTE: Replacement (correction) of an employment
cxample, if you have never been married and the question asks, “Provide the name of your curret spouse™), type or print “N/A™ anthorization docimment due to. USCIS amor docs not

unless otherwise dirccted. If your answer to a question which requires a numeric response is zero or none (for example, “How . o S
many children do you have™ o “How many times have you departed the United States™), type or print “None™ unless otherwise require a new Form [-765 and filing fee. Refer to
directed. ., . . ) -
i Replacement for Card Error in the What is the
[Part 1. Reason for Applying Other Names Used

Filing Fee section of the Form [-765 Instructions for
1 am applying for (sclect only one box): Provide all other names you have ever used, including aliases, )
maiden name, and nicknames. 1 you need extra space to further details.

La: [H]Iuitial pormission fo mocept employment: complete this section, use the space provided in Part 6.

Lb. [7] Replacement of lost, stolen, or damaged employment Additional Information. l.c [ ] Renewal of my permission to accept employment.
authorization document, or correction of my 2. Panily Nasic -
cmployment authorization document NOT DUE to - | (Attach a copy of your previous employment
USS. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) B v isac, . =
= e authorization documeat )

NOTE: Replacement (comrection) of an employment  2.¢. Middle Name :]
authorization document due to USCIS error does not
require a new Form 1-765 and filing fee. Refer to At Baansly Maiiic
Filing Fee scction of the Form I-765 Instructions for 3b. GivenName
te O fomtompmi oo e e[| art 1. Reason for Applying, pg.

bkl ) e | o).
s s Y — Check the “1a” box for “Initial
e Permission to accept employment.”
lLe MlddlcNan\c:’

Form 1765 Edition 08/25/20 B T ety s i vt (1] Page 1 of 7 Retu m to TO




|-765 Page Two

Part 2. Information About You, ,
S.a. In Care Of Name (if any)
pg. 2 |C1emson University

|Part 2. Information About You (continued) |

Your U.S. Mailing Address

3.h. Street Number
and Name

|
|
se. apt [Oste [JFi | |
|
|

‘108 Long Hall

U.S. Mailing Address

This is where you would like the Receipt Notice and

5.d. City or Town ’Clemson

the EAD card to be mailed. e oS ok ‘291 E;f,fm T

6.  Is your current mailing address the same as your physical
The address should be valid for at least 1-5 months, - [Yes [X]No
the length of time it will take to process the NOTE: If you answered “No™ to Item Number 6.,
application. If you have plans to move during this prameyon syl sl oo,
time, use the address of International Services or a U.S. Physical Address
reliable friend or family member. 7a. SteetNumber (5330 smieh Zane

and Name

7b. [X Apt. []Ste. []Fir [15a

If vour mailing address is different from your
physical address yvou must also list your physical
address in items 7a.-7e. 7.d. State e ZIPCode‘2963O

7.c. Cityor Town ‘Central

Return to Top
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|-765 Page Two

13.a. Has the Social Security Administration (SSA) ever
officially 1ssued a Social Security card to you?

[]Yes [X]No

NOTE: If you answered “No” to Item Number 13.a.,
skip to Item Number 14. If you answered “Yes” to Item

Number 13.a., provide the information requested in Item
Number 13.b.

13.b. Provide your Social Secunty number (SSN) (1f known).
>

14. Do you want the SSA to issuc you a Social Security card?
(You must also answer “Yes™ to Item Number 15,
Consent for Disclosure. to reccive a card.)

Yes [|No

NOTE: If you answered “No™ to Item Number 14.. skip
to Part 2., Item Number 18.a. If you answered “Yes™ to
Item Number 14., you must also answer “Yes™ to Item
Number 15.

15. Consent for Disclosure: | authorize disclosure of
information from this application to the SSA as required
for the purposc of assigning me an SSN and issuing mc a

Social Secunty card. Yes [JNo

NOTE: If you answered “Yes™ to Item Numbers
14. - 15.. provide the information requested in Item
Numbers 16.a. - 17.b.

Father's Name

Provide your father's birth name.

16.a. Family Name |, |
(Last Name)

16.b. Given Name
(First Name) [Joh.n |

Mother's Name

Provide your mother’s birth name.

17.a. Family Name
(Last Name) IPate.L |
17.b. Given Name

(First Name) [Sally |

Part 2, pg. 2 continued

#13a-17b Social Security Number
#13a-13b. Check “Yes” if you have
been issued a SSN and enter one
number in each box.

Check “No” if you do not have a SSN.
#14. Check “Yes” if you want a new or
replacement Social Security card and

complete questions 15-17.

If you check “No” for question 14, skip
to question 18.

Return to Top



I-765 Page Three

Part 2. pg. 3 continued

#23 Place of Last Arrival into the U.S
Name of the Port of Entry city from your most recent entry. This information can be
found on your passport admission stamp, I-94, or the travel history section of your |-94.

#24. Immigration Status at Last Entry

Status in which you entered the U.S. 23. Place of Your Last Arrival Into the United States
Atlanta, GA

#25. Current |mmigrati0n Status 24. Immigration Status at Your Last Arrival (for example,

Current status should be “F-1 Student” B2 vanici, H=1 Sttt o o stakos)

F-1 Student

25. Your Current Immigration Status or Category (for example,
B-2 visitor, F-1 student, parolee, deferred action, or no
status or category)

F-1 Student

Return to Top
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https://i94.cbp.dhs.gov/I94/#/history-search

|-765 Page Three

Part 2, pg. 3 continued
#27 Eligibility Category Information About Your Eligibility Category
Use code (c)(3)(B) for post-completion OPT 27. Eligibility Category. Refer to the Who May File Form

1-765 section of the Form [-765 Instructions to determine
the appropriate chigibility category for this application.
Enter the appropnate letter and number for your eligibility
category below (for example, (a)(8). (c)(17)(1i1)).

(f PG 3P(s)
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I-765 Page Five

Part 3. Applicant's Statement, Contact
i i Certil ion, and

Signature (continued)

Part 's Contact ion,
C Certification, and Signature

T understand that USCIS may require me to appear for an
appointment to take my biometrics (fingerprints, photograph,
andlor signature) and, at that time, if I am required to provide
biometrics, I will be required to sign an oath reaffirming that:
1) I reviewed and understood all of the information
contained in, and submitted with, my application; and
2) All of this information was complete, true, and correct
at the time of filing.
1 centify, under penalty of perjury, that all of the information in
‘my application and any document submitted with it were
provided or authorized by me, that I reviewed and understand
all of the information contained in, and submitted with, my
application and that all of this information is complete, true, and
comect.

Applicant's Signature

7. Applicant’s Signature

's Mailing Address
T S—
and Name

3L, Province

3h. Country

Interpreter's Contact Information

4. Interpreter’s Daytime Telephone Number

= | ]

T e

NOTE TO ALL APPLICANTS: If you do not completely fill
out this application or fai to submit required documents listed
in the Instructions, USCIS may deny your application.

Part 4. 's Contact

5. Interpreter’s Mobile Telephone Number (if any)

6. Interpreter's Email Address (if any)

's Ce

Certification, and Signature

Provide the following information about the interpreter.

Interpreter's Full Name

La. Interpreter’s Family Name (Last Name)

Lb. Interpreter's Given Name (First Name)

1 certify, under penalty of perjury, that

1am fluent in English and 5
which is the same language specified in Part 3., Item Number
Lb., and | have read to this applicant in the identified language
estion and instruction on this application and his or her
answer (o every qu The applicant informed me that he or
she understands every instruction, question, and answer on the
application, including the Applicant's Declaration and
Certification, and has verified the accuracy of every answer.

2. Interpreter’s Business or Organization Name (if any)

's Signature

7. Interpreter' Signature

7.b. Date of Signature (mm/dd/yyyy) ‘:

Form 1765 Edition 0825720

IO LR BTSSP N Fpsely

Applicant's Signature

7.4, Applicant's Signature

| Jimmy ot

7., Date of Signature (mm/dd/yyyy) 04/08/2019

NOTE TO ALL APPLICANTS: If you do not completely fill
out this application or fail to submit required documents listed
in the Instructions, USCIS may deny your application,

Part 3, pg. 5
Applicant’s Signature

#7a-7b Sign your name by hand in black ink and
provide the date of the signature. Your signature

must fit inside the box as it will be scanned
directly onto your EAD card.
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|-765 Page Seven

Additional n Sa. PageNumber Sb. PariNumber S.c. liem Number

Parte: | - ‘ ‘ 3.a. PageNumber 3.b. PartNumber 3.c. Item Number
If you need extra space o provide any additional information
within this application, use the space below. If you need more sd.
space than what s provided, you may make copies of this page to
complete and file with this application or attach a separate sheet 3.d. cpr
of paper. Type or print your name and A-Number (if any) at the
top of each sheet; indicate the Page Number, Part Number, and
Item Number to which your answer refers; and sign and date August 31,2019-December 1, 2019
cach sheet.

Master's

o — Part 6 pg. 7
g ——————— Additional Information
t avobeae vA[ T T T T 11] #1la-1c. Provide your name again as listed in
3.a. PageNumber 3.b. Part Number 3.c. [l(cmNumber] 6.a. ll’ag:Numberl 6.b. [P.\nNumbell 6.c. [llcmNumbcrI pa rt 2
#3d-7d. Provide all previously used SEVIS

! numbers and any previously issued CPT or
4.a. Page Number 4.b. Part Number 4.c. Item Number . .

l | OPT and the academic level for which they

N0004704562 were issued.

4.d.

4a. PageNumber 4b. Part Number 4. ltemNumber 7. PageNumber 7.b. PartNumber Z.c. liem Number

l | \ | |

44 74

om0 e 022 IR ANV
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|-765 Page Seven

The most common reasons students complete page 7, part 6 are the following:

> Most recently entered the US on a passport that is no longer valid and you have a

renewed passport
> Have previously had other SEVIS IDs
> Have ever been authorized for CPT, OPT, or STEM OPT Extension

This is not a complete list of reasons to complete page 7. If you have question

regarding page 7 of the I-765, please contact International Services. Page 7 must be
included with your application USCIS, even if it is blank.

Return to Top
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I-765 Page Seven

How to complete page 7, part 6 if you: most recently entered the US on a
passport that is no longer valid and you now have a renewed passport.

Part 6, Additional Information, pg. 7

#1a-1c. Provide your name again L SREEEEE i

#3a-3c Reference the corresponding page number, part number, and
T have renewed my passport. The number

item number

of my new passport is #######. See the
#3d Write an explanation that clarifies that you have two passports: one attached copies of hoth passports and
that you used for entry but is no longer valid, and on that is currently I—
valid. |

#3d. Include copies of both passports and your 1-94 with your
application.

Return to Top
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|-765 Page Seven

How to complete page 7, part 6 if you: have previously had
other SEVIS IDs

Part 6, Additional Information, pg. 7

#1a-1c. Provide your name again

#3a-3c Reference the corresponding page number, part
number, and item number

#3d List all previously used SEVIS numbers, including from all
previous F-1/F-2, J-1/]-2, or M-1/M-2 programs in the U.S.,
including high school, short stays, language training schools,
community colleges, or previous I-20s at Clemson University

Return to Top
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|-765 Page Seven

How to complete page 7, part 6 if you: have ever
been authorized for CPT, OPT, or STEM OPT

Part 6, Additional Information, pg. 7
#1a-1c. Provide your name again

#3a-3c Reference the corresponding page number, part number, and
item number

#3d If you have had previous CPT and/or OPT authorization list the type
of employment authorization, the dates of authorization, and the
academic level that it was authorized at. Copies of all previous CPT and
OPT I-20s and EAD cards should be with your application.

3.d.

CPT

o

Pre-completion OPT

06/15/2019 throngh 08/15/2019

Bachelor's
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Mailing the OPT Application

Now that you have received your I-20 requesting OPT, you must mail this form along with the
1-765 packet to the USCIS Service Center. You can find the correct mailing address for the USCIS
Service Center on the USCIS website.

Ere&x@

UNITED STATES
POSTAL SERVICE ®

Return to Top



https://www.uscis.gov/forms/forms-information/uscis-phoenix-and-dallas-lockbox-facilities

Top Most Common OPT Denial Reasons

>  Payment problems
o  Check or credit card payment: Money is not in account at the time of processing
o Incorrect fee amount
o  Check, money order, or credit card form not completed properly

>  Copyof OPTI-20is too old
o  New applications: USCIS must receive you complete OPT application no later than 30 days after the OPT I-20 issue date on page 1
of the I-20
o  Resubmission after OPT rejection or denial: If your OPT is rejected or denied please notify International Services. In some cases you
will need to request a new OPT [-20 recommendation from International Services before you resubmit your OPT application. USCIS
must receive your new, complete OPT re-application no later than 30 days after the OPT issue date on page 1 on the I-20

>  |-765 problems
o Incomplete orincorrect form fields
o  Notsigned

>  Application submitted late
o  The OPT application must be received by the USCIS before the end of the 60 day grace period

Return to Top
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After Submitting the OPT Application




After Filing Your Application

Receiving your EAD Card
Review your EAD card to make sure the
information is accurate.

Receiving your Receipt Notice (I-797C)

You should receive your receipt notice by mail within 2-4
weeks after mailing your OPT application. If you submit your
application online, you should receive your receipt notice

P t EAD card t | f of
shortly after your application is submitted. resent your card o empIoyers as prooto

your legal work authorization in the US.

The I-797C is necessary if you want to inquire about the status
of your OPT application.

Receipt Number fUL D SBC sl ioRiaogonog o
Surname

The receipt number is the case number for your OPT BROWN

application at USCIS. Check the status of your case on the oz 2

USCIS website at https://www.uscis.gov

uscIS# CategoryCard!

111-111111 coopP MSC1625825‘25
airy of Bieth

Plnhppin..

voas and Conditions

None i
Date of Bisth Sex

11 NOV 1988 F

valid From: 2/10/15 s

Card Expires; 2/09/16
SERVES AS 1-512 ADVANCE PAROLE

Return to Top — et

Address Information
Verify that your name, date of birth, and address are listed
correctly on the I-797C.



https://www.uscis.gov

What If | Do Not Graduate?

Non-Thesis/Non-Dissertation Track
> Ifyou are unsure of when you will graduate, it is best to wait to apply for OPT until after you know your

graduation date.
> Ifyou apply for OPT and later realize you will not graduate that semester, notify International Services

immediately.

Thesis/Dissertation Track
> You can continue working on your thesis or dissertation while you are on OPT.
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Maintaining Status: OPT Reporting Requirements

You must report the following updates:

Employer information
Address changes
Change of employer
Name changes

VVVY

All changes must be reported within ten days of the change or every six months if no
changes occur.



Maintaining Status: How to Update Your Information

iStart Portal (Required)
Use the Post-Completion OPT Employment Update e-form in the iStart Portal to update IS of
reporting requirements and request a reprinted 1-20.

SEVP Portal (Optional)
Governmental portal that students can use to report changes in employment and personal
information and monitor employment authorizations.

Return to Top
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SEVP Portal Access

Please note that you will receive an automated email from SEVP
regarding the SEVP Portal as soon as your OPT is approved. You
are ineligible to begin employment until you physically
receive your EAD and the start date on the card has occurred.
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Traveling on OPT

Travel after program completion, but before the EAD card Travel after the EAD card is received
is received
> Thereis a higher risk associated with travel and return > Avoid long absences from the U.S. during the
while your OPT is pending after the program OPT period. Time spent outside of the U.S.
completion date. If there are any problems with your while unemployed by a U.S. employer counts
application, you may not be able to respond to USCIS toward your 90 days of unemployment.
in a timely manner, which could delay processing of > Attempting to re-enter the U.S. close to the
your EAD. expiration date of your OPT can be risky.
> Ifyour OPT application is denied while outside the > You must not enter the U.S. in a status other
U.S., you will not be able to re-enter the U.S. in F-1 than F-1. This may result in the loss of your
status and will not be able to reapply for OPT. OPT eligibility.
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Maintaining Status: International Travel Requirements

You will be required to provide all four items below to re-enter the US after a temporary
departure:

> Non-expired F-1 visa

> |-20 with OPT approval on page 2 & a travel signature no older than 6 months
> Employment Authorization Document (EAD) card

> Job offer letter or continuing employment letter

Return to Top
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Renewing Your Visa on OPT

If you are traveling abroad and your F-1 visa has expired, you must obtain a new F-1 visa
before returning to the U.S.

Check the U.S. Department of State website for more information about getting a visa
and specific requirements at the local embassy or consulate at www.travel.state.gov.

Return to Top
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http://www.travel.state.gov

After OPT




What happens after OPT?

> 60 day grace period to exit the country after the OPT end date
o Noteligible to work after OPT end date

> Transfer to new degree program
o  OPT authorization ends on the SEVIS transfer release date

> Change of status

> 24-Month STEM OPT Extension
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Completing OPT & Grace Period

If you do not extend your OPT, and your EAD expires, you
have the following options before the end of the 60 day
grace period:

> You have a 60 day grace period following the end
of the OPT EAD

> Ifyouintend to apply for the OPT STEM Extension,
you must do so before the expiration of your 12
month OPT.

> The only additional extension of OPT available is
the OPT Cap Gap Extension, for students who have
an accepted cap-subject H1-B application.

> Exit the US within 60 days

> Continue your F-1 status and studies: Transfer
your SEVIS record to continue studies at another
school or request a change of education level to
begin a new academic program at Clemson
University

> Work with immigration legal counsel regarding a
change of status application to a new visa
category. You will need to check with your legal
counsel regarding your allowed period of stay or
required exit date if you have a pending change of
status when your grace period ends.

Return to Top
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24-Month STEM OPT Extension

Students in Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math (STEM)
fields may be eligible for an additional 24 months of OPT
following the 12-month period of post-completion OPT for a total
of 36 months of OPT.

To verify, check CIP code on I-20 Q
with CIP code list. I

SOTENCE 2 TECHNOLOGY 2 ENGINEERING € MATH

)  ©
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https://www.ice.gov/sites/default/files/documents/Document/2016/stem-list.pdf

STEM Extension

Must study in a STEM field
May begin application process 90 days before the OPT end date

Must complete |-983 Training Plan with employer

Application must be received and receipted by USCIS prior to your OPT end date

Y Y V VY V¥

Must request authorization from IS through iStart Portal via the 24-Month STEM OPT Request
e-form

\l

May continue to work 180 days after OPT end date as long as the application for the extension
has been received and is pending with USCIS

v

Must work for an E-verify employer while on the extension
> Must be paid employment

> Additional STEM guidance on our website
Return to Top
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https://www.ice.gov/sites/default/files/documents/Document/2016/stem-list.pdf
https://www.ice.gov/doclib/sevis/pdf/i983.pdf
http://www.clemson.edu/campus-life/campus-services/international/employment-resources/extension.html

YVVYVYY

Post-completion OPT vs. STEM OPT

Post-completion OPT

Do not need a job or job offer to apply
Can be unpaid

90 days of unemployment allowed
Employer is not required to be E-verified
Available after each degree earned that is
higher than the previous degree

Y VY

Y VY

STEM OPT

Must have a paid position to apply

Must work for a E-Verified employer

Must complete the 1-983 to update
employment information

6 month validation reports

Annual self-evaluations

No more than 150 days of unemployment
during the entire 36 months of OPT
Available twice per student’s lifetime
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Clemson University International Services

For more information on OPT contact Clemson University International Services.

Advising Hours: Monday-Friday 1-4pm
Office Location: 108 Long Hall

Email: is@clemson.edu

Phone Number: 864-656-3614

OPT Resources O
STEM OPT Resources . 4

VY VYVYYY



http://www.clemson.edu/campus-life/campus-services/international/employment-resources/opt.html
http://www.clemson.edu/campus-life/campus-services/international/employment-resources/extension.html

