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Overview: 
This procedure applies to Federal and Federal flow through assistance (e.g., grants 
and cooperative agreements) awarded to Clemson University. Faculty engaged in 
research are encouraged and/or required to report research findings through 
publications, posting data, presentations and other mechanisms. The costs 
associated with publications are an allowable cost and should be anticipated and 
budgeted at the proposal/submission stage. 

 
 

Publication Costs: 
The NIH specifically states: “Publication costs, including author fees, may be 
charged to NIH grants and contracts on three conditions: (1) such costs incurred 
are actual, allowable, and reasonable to advance the objectives of the award; (2) 
costs are charged consistently regardless of the source of support; (3) all other 
applicable rules on allowability of costs are met.” NSF likewise states: “You may 
request funds to cover costs of publication, page charges, or preparation of data as 
a direct cost in your budget proposal, which is evaluated as part of the merit review 
process. See the Grant Proposal Guide II.C.2.g.(vi) b.,  
Publication/Documentation/Dissemination for additional information.” 

 
2 CFR 200.461 states that “publication costs,” including “costs for electronic and print 
media, including distribution, promotion, and general handling" are allowable as a 
direct cost when identifiable with a particular award. 

Page charges for professional journal publications are also allowable when: 

—The publication reports on the work supported by the award, and 
—The publisher charges the same costs for all items published. 

Methods and Use 
o Publication costs should be anticipated, justified and included in the 

proposal budget. 

o When possible, publication costs should be incurred during the project 
period; however, 

o The federal government has recognized that final data and analysis may not 
take place until after project end. Therefore, publication costs may be 
incurred after the end date of the award (Total Period End Date), but before 
award closeout. This means that the costs must be posted to the award 
(paid) by the official Clemson closeout date in order for the costs to be 
included in final invoicing/reporting. 

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nsf.gov%2Fpubs%2Fpolicydocs%2Fpappguide%2Fnsf15001%2Fgpg_2.jsp%23IIC2gvib&data=05%7C01%7CCOLEJU17%40ECU.EDU%7Cf187f9835c70490d3e7708db50d2f9f8%7C17143cbb385c4c45a36ac65b72e3eae8%7C0%7C0%7C638192641225870764%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=5o%2FGmcbQf%2BLFdEnWJGRPF%2BG7ZnHAEF2nyH8u5QEchyM%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nsf.gov%2Fpubs%2Fpolicydocs%2Fpappguide%2Fnsf15001%2Fgpg_2.jsp%23IIC2gvib&data=05%7C01%7CCOLEJU17%40ECU.EDU%7Cf187f9835c70490d3e7708db50d2f9f8%7C17143cbb385c4c45a36ac65b72e3eae8%7C0%7C0%7C638192641225870764%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=5o%2FGmcbQf%2BLFdEnWJGRPF%2BG7ZnHAEF2nyH8u5QEchyM%3D&reserved=0
https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=6cf6a27c5ee603c25997103365c2952a&mc=true&node=pt2.1.200&rgn=div5&se2.1.200_1461


o If it is anticipated that publication costs will need to be paid after the 
closeout date and the submission of the final invoice, then a No-Cost 
Extension (NCE) must be obtained or requested from the federal sponsor. 

o As with any type of cost, an estimated amount of anticipated publication 
costs may not be added to the final invoice/financial report to allow for 
costs to be incurred after closeout. 

 
o All costs must meet the standard of being allowable, allocable, and 

reasonable as required by federal standards. 
 

o Important Note: If the publication includes results and related data derived 
from projects with multiple funding sources, the costs of the publication 
should be appropriately allocated, dependent on the percentage of input 
from each project. It is not appropriate to charge all publication costs to a 
single project when other support contributed to the publication. 


